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President Ford has appointed an im-
pressive commission to investigate
charges that the Central Intelligence
Agency has illegally spied on thousands
of United Stutes citizens in the United
States. Vice President Rockefeller will
head the group, which includes former
Gov. Reagan of California, a retired
general, a former secretary of the treas-
ury, a retired university president, a
corporatinn chairman, a national AFIL-
. CIO0 officer, and a former solivetor gen-
eral, -

A commission of this stature and
range may well be called “blue ribbon.”
"1t has three months in which to deliver
its report to the President. Ron Nessen,
the President’s press secretary, says
the report will be shared with Congress
and ultimately will be made public..

Sen. Willlam Proxmire [D., Wis.] and
some others are critical of the Presi-
. ‘dent’s comumnission, as contalning peo-
ple too close to the CIA to give ‘‘the
vigorous, adversary, critical analysis
. « » we are supposed to get.”” This criti-
cism is almost certainly unjustified,
but everyone can welcome the fact that
independant congressional investigations
may be: expected, also. What one in-
vestigation misses another one may get.

All this constitutes a serious and re-
that

sponsible response to allegations

Daly f,f’“*

1

CIA activiiy has gone out of bounds.-
Necessarily a covert operation, the CIA

.has been subject to loose supervision. .

The possibility that this secretive ex-:
ecutive agency might be turned agalnst;
an administration’s domestic.critics and,
opponents is chilling. The experience:
of all totalitarian regimes, both Com-:
munist and fascist, has been that secrat;
operatives have victimized' citizens of;
their own countries. Freedom must
mean freedom to oppose incumbent ofs!
ficials, and it should mean freedom t
oppose them in legitimate ways withoub
any degree of official harrassment.
President Ford’s prompt appointment
of a high-caliber investigating commis-
sion shows that he recognizes the seris
ousness of the charges made about the
CIA, and seeks to uncover rather tham
to cover up any past excesses. That i
the ‘best possible guarantee against any
future excesses, It is the best way to re:
store the public confidence which ke
CIA must have if it is to justify the
proper use of secrecy. ]

We hope and expect Vice Presidect
Rockefeller and his associates will da
a thoro job and will offer a candid re«
port, Their best possible service to the
country, the Ford administration, and
the CIA itself, will be to conduct 2
rigorous investigation and to make am
uninhibited report of their findings. |

.. ©. . Earth Kitt. who speaks hev mind

wut politics wherever she goes. finds her reputation grow-

g since she’s been on the CIA list.

] Pravda, the Communist Party paper
in Moscow,_ has done some gleeful
tongue-clucking over the reports of do-

. mestic spying_._by our, Central Intelli-

gence Agency.

For years, Pravda has sat by silently
,v.'hi_le the rest of the world criticized the
" spying that goes oa against Soviet citi-

zens and foreigners in the Soviet Union.
-Now, says Pravda, “the praised bour-
_geois democracy in practice turns out.
to be a system of totalitarian shadowing‘

and espionage.” :

. Score one for Pravda. We couldn't
have phrased it better ourselves. The

*CIA’s domestic’ spying, if it proves to

have gone on, is precisely the sort of
abuse of power that discredits our gov-

-ernment and our country. This is why
. an investigation—indeed several of them

—has been launched, Watergate hes °
demonistrated that the American people

wor’t tolerate this sort of abuse and !
will insist that it be exposed and cor- I
rected, even if it means the resignation .
of a President. ’

So now the ball Is back in Pravda's
court. When may we expect it to print
big headlines about totalitarian shadow-
ing and espionage in the Soviet Union?
When will Parly Leader Brezimev ap-
point a committee to investizate it? ;
When will any Leads'fall in punishment?
Or are totalitarian evils to be accepted
without a word in a tofalitarian stale?

We'll be waiting for an answer. But
since it may be some time in coming
and we may be otherwise occupied [if
we're still around], perhaps Pravda had
better notify whoever is President at
the time on the Hot Line [assuming it’s -
stilt warm]. That will be about as gazi-
shaking an announcement as anﬁéT
that has come over the Hot Line yet.
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